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HEALTH CARE DESERVES OUR FINEST THOUGHT




The Change Foundation announces creation of the Centre for Healthcare Quality Improvement
                                                       July 2008
CEO Cathy Fooks is pleased to announce the establishment of the Centre for Healthcare Quality Improvement (CHQI) at The Change Foundation, effective July 1, 2008.  

Formerly known as the Ontario Health Performance Initiative(OHPI) of the Ministry of Health and Long-term Care, CHQI is now part of The Change Foundation and will operate at arms-length from the provincial government. The initiative was established in 2006 to accelerate quality improvement in Ontario to improve system-level outcomes in areas of provincial strategic priority.  
Change Foundation CEO Cathy Fooks said that the Centre’s commitment to improving the quality of health care through on-the-ground projects across the province aligns perfectly with the Foundation’s new strategic directions focused on supporting the integration of health services and improving the quality of health services in the community. 

“We are delighted that the newly created Centre for Healthcare Quality Improvement chose to join forces with The Change Foundation; working together, we can share, build and extend our resources, expertise and reach as we rededicate ourselves to improving and integrating health services in Ontario,” she said.     

CHQI Executive Director Paula Blackstien-Hirsch said the groundbreaking work of the OHPI, including such initiatives as the Flo Collaborative and Quality by Design, will continue as new projects with The Change Foundation are developed.  

“The need for quality improvement in health care in Ontario is clear; the creation of the Centre for Healthcare Quality Improvement at The Change Foundation holds great promise for real and meaningful progress on this front,” she said. “We are eager and excited to develop new initiatives with The Change Foundation that can improve the quality of health services and strengthen the capacity of those who plan and provide them.” 
For more information over the summer months about this exciting new development, visit www.changefoundation.com.  
